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PERFORMANCE

Elena Anghel-Sténila *

"Titu Maiorescu" University
Romania

Abstract

Children belong to their families. This is where all interactions with
significant people responsible for the directions that children take in their
lives at important times are woven. Creating a strong partnership with
parents facilitates academic achievement in children.
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Why parental involvement?

These are extremely challenging times. Worldwide we find all sorts
of challenges that stimulate the onset and maintenance of daily stress and
associated anxieties. Depression is an increasingly common pathology
everywhere. Children are frequently connected to the states of significant
adults around them.

The ability to cope with stress, anxiety or depression is limited,
which is why these dysfunctional experiences are often found in children.
Adult has the ability to organize themselves better. He has the information
and experience of going through school, of managing academic problems:
managing learning activities, achieving set learning objectives, managing
tests and other assessment situations, communicating with peers and
teachers, adapting to the school environment, acquiring and maintaining
motivation for difficult school activities, etc. Parental involvement in
managing all these challenges sends a message to children that school is
important for significant adults and the family, and that the values and
principles of life promoted and upheld by school must be taken on board
and carried forward. Statistically speaking, worldwide, at all age levels, in
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pre-university academic training, parental involvement appears to be a
primary factor in children's academic performance.

At the beginning of the 2000s, research carried out on primary,
middle and high school children highlighted the fact that academic
performance is strictly correlated with parental support and involvement at
home, guided by beliefs, values, life principles and materialized in
behavioral manifestations.

How does the teacher get the parents' attention for a responsible
involvement in the academic process?

The role of initiating a constructive partnership between teachers and
parents lies with the teacher and for this it would be desirable to have the
following availabilities:

1. Be available for communication!

Positive communication, centered on highlighting good intentions, the
desire to create a bridge that will contribute to the harmonious development
of the child in human and academic terms are well received by parents.

The teacher is the first violin in creating the partnership. His or her natural
empathic, supportive communication skills appeal to parents and help them
to take important steps in the process of opening up to create a solid
partnership.

2. Having the curiosity and willingness to get to know the family,

their life principles, values, beliefs and developmental goals for the child!
Authentic communication centered on knowing the parents’ wishes in
relation to the child's expected academic performance brings added clarity
to the construction of instructional goals for learning activities.
Such communication reassures the parent and helps him/her to understand
that his/her son/daughter is important to the teacher and that the teacher can
become his/her ally at school in the development-learning process of his/her
own child.

3. To be willing to get to know the child's particularities, his or her

specific problems and willingness to help.
Each child is unique, has a unique life history and evolves in a particular
way with the significant people in his/her life. Each child has age and
generational psychological peculiarities. This accumulation of information
facilitates a realistic knowledge of the child, knowledge that allows the
creation of a teaching strategy for the classroom, for the individual academic
progress of each child.

What does the teacher communicate with parents?

Always start with the good, positive things. Every parent is delighted
to hear that the teacher at school correctly points out their child's
strengths/qualities. He values him, so his efforts as a parent focused on his
child's healthy upbringing or giving him a good education are appreciated!
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Address the issue that has arisen diplomatically, just talking about it.
Offers concrete solutions to change behavior/work strategy.

Reiterates his/her good intentions, to help, to support the child and
the parents to adjust things / change behaviors / replace maladaptive
behaviors with adaptive ones.

Says clearly what the goals are for the learning activity and gives
recommendations/directions for action, if any, to support the child's learning
activity at home.

How does the teacher build partnership with parents?

Gives frequent feedback to parents about their child's academic work
and behavior at school;

Is there for and supports the child and parents in times of crisis
(illness, loss, unexpected, traumatizing event): a kind word, encouragement,
a listening time, willingness to help, etc.;

Try to create a community of parents, if you can bring them to the
school and on pleasant occasions - to share a joy, to socialize - if the context
allows;

He relates unbiasedly to children, reiterates his belief in the good
nature of every child;

He is warm, friendly and respectful with each individual child,
gaining their sympathy, trust and admiration;

He does his job conscientiously and fairly, providing good role
models for his students. Children often associate the subject matter with the
teacher. A positive association will make the subject matter more enjoyable
and easier to follow. Motivation will increase for the learning activity! The
presentation of the teacher at home by the pupil in a positive manner arouses
the parent's interest in getting to know the teacher and building a fruitful,
long-term partnership.

How does the teacher maintain the long-term partnership?

1. Act in accordance with what you have agreed! Consistency is
essential!

2. Is open to dialog with the student and parents and focused on
identifying what is going well in the learning-development process and what
problems arise;

3. Offers individualized solutions to overcome any difficult learning
situation;

4. Acts in accordance with things agreed with parents. Does not
expose the child, trying to make him/her an ally, or forcing him/her to make
a choice that is favorable to him/herself and that creates difficulties in
his/her relationship with his/her own parents.



10 Elena Anghel-Stanila

5. Maintain confidentiality, do not expose the child and his/her family
to classmates, other parents and other teachers! Trust and good intentions
are essential in maintaining a long-term partnership! Abdicating these
values erodes the relationship and facilitates the emergence of conflict
camps!

How does the teacher communicate with students to support the
partnership?

"Sweet talk, gets good things!" - This generation of children needs a
lot of emotional support, respect for self-worth and security, building a
relationship based on a willingness to be present, attentive, supportive and
trusting.

Irony, disregard, lack of value and respect, unwillingness to offer
attention, knowledge, positive emotion are hurting the children of this
generation. The relationship with them and their parents is compromised
from the start.

Interactions need to be "story-telling” - The need for comfort, feel-
good motivated engagement needs to be satisfied! Proven book knowledge,
the art of choosing varied teaching-learning-assessment methods that ensure
each student's progress, warm, friendly, emotional communication and
closeness are necessary ingredients!

Respectful and confident referrals to parents for their involvement in
learning create important bridges in the development of the teacher, pupil,
parent partnership! ("Talk to parents, maybe you can reach ...." "Interesting
experiences ahead....").

What directions does the teacher give to parents for involving parents
in their children’s learning and development?

In order to be successful in working with his or her students, the
teacher needs to give clear direction to parents about the support they should
provide at home for their children's learning. Here are some examples:

1.Be curious and find out what your child is learning in each subject!

2.Validate their performance: "Congratulations!”, "I'm proud of
you!", "You're very good! BRAVO!"

3.Celebrate each achievement by highlighting the child's effort,
perseverance,  conscientiousness, intelligence,  creativity.  Praise
descriptively!

4.Help! Investigate, discover with him/her the difficulties he/she is
experiencing! Try to find solutions together. Ask the teacher to intervene
when you are unable to help them or when you notice the difficulties they
are experiencing!
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5.Ask them to memorize important definitions/steps and then refresh
them with each application they make. The important concepts will settle
better in long-term memory, thanks to the brain links created!

6.Sleep is important for learning. The mind rehearses the
information learned and knowledge is more easily stored in long-term
memory. The more hours of sleep, the more hours of learning!

7.Help them to organize their learning and combine it naturally with
relaxation and leisure!

8.Make the weekly agenda together!

9.Clear the schedule if necessary!

Such an approach from the teacher facilitates the building of a strong
partnership with parents and children. The benefits are for all in such a
relationship! The child makes progress, is attentive in class, enjoys learning
and achieves good results. The parents are happy with their child's academic
progress and maintain good family relationships. They know what to do and
how to do it so as to support their own child to achieve learning
performance and motivation for school work. The teacher moves forward
smoothly and pleasantly with the subject matter, achieves results with the
children and implicitly has professional satisfaction and thus becomes more
and more motivated to exercise his profession with responsibility and
interest! It is all so simple and extremely necessary to keep children close,
on the path that parents want for them, in accordance with their principles
and moral values. Thus, children grow up beautiful and healthy in the
context of productive relationships with the significant adults in their lives.
School becomes a joy and the feeling is shared by all involved: child,
parents, teachers! Depression, anxiety and stress would no longer find their
source of nourishment in school, and the level of well-being could at least
increase in this area, at a time when we are living in complicated and
extremely difficult to manage times.
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