
RELAŢIA DINTRE NIVELUL DEZVOLTĂRII LIMBAJULUI, 
MEMORIA DE LUCRU, VOCABULAR ŞI VARIABILELE SOCIO-

DEMOGRAFICE LA COPIII CU VÂRSTE ÎNTRE 4 ŞI 6 ANI

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT, 
WORKING MEMORY, VOCABULARY AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC
STATUS IN CHILDREN AGED BETWEEN 4 AND 6 YEARS OLD

Anca Dobrean* Robert Balázsi**

Silvia Călbează*** Florian Kirshner****

Abstract
Oral language represents the most important instrument of 
communication of thoughts thus language is vital for the adaptation to the 
norms of any society. The main objective of this research is to determine 
the importance of different factors, environmental and individual in the 
determination of age differences (4 to 6 years) in the expressive language 
ability. The instruments used in this study are: Preschool Language 
Assessment Instrument, PLAI, 2nd edition, a test for determining work 
memory (adapted after Hughes, 1998), a vocabulary scale (Raven, 1988) 
and a demographic questionnaire that contains references to the 
educational level of the parents, number of siblings and the birth order of 
the evaluated child and respectively the whole income of the family. 
Results obtained on 80 participants show that individual variables 
(vocabulary and work memory) explain 53% of oral language variance 
and from the socio-demographic variables only the educational level of 
the mother is significant, this explaining 5,4%. An important factor is the 
fact that in either of the tested ierarhic regression models the individual 
variables and the socio-demographic ones did not reduce to insignificant 
the contribution of age which suggests the necessity to respect the initial 
model, thus increasing its predictive value.

Keywords: oral language, working memory, vocabulary

                                                
* lect. univ. dr.; Catedra de Psihologie Clinică şi Psihoterapie, Universitatea Babeş-Bolyai, 
Cluj-Napoca; e-mail: ancadobrean@psychology.ro
** asist. univ. dr. Catedra de Psihologie, Universitatea Babeş-Bolyai, Cluj-Napoca; e-mail: 
RobertBalazsi@psychology.ro
*** psiholog; e-mail: silvia.calbeaza@btrl.ro
**** psiholog; e-mail: floriankirschner@yahoo.com



RELAŢIA DINTRE NIVELUL DEZVOLTĂRII LIMBAJULUI, MEMORIA DE LUCRU, VOCABULAR ŞI VARIABILELE SOCIO-DEMOGRAFICE LA COPIII CU VÂRSTE ÎNTRE 4 ŞI 6 ANI


RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT, WORKING MEMORY, VOCABULARY AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS IN CHILDREN AGED BETWEEN 4 AND 6 YEARS OLD

Anca Dobrean*

Robert Balázsi**

Silvia Călbează***
Florian Kirshner****

Abstract


Oral language represents the most important instrument of communication of thoughts thus language is vital for the adaptation to the norms of any society. The main objective of this research is to determine the importance of different factors, environmental and individual in the determination of age differences (4 to 6 years) in the expressive language ability. The instruments used in this study are: Preschool Language Assessment Instrument, PLAI, 2nd edition, a test for determining work memory (adapted after Hughes, 1998), a vocabulary scale (Raven, 1988) and a demographic questionnaire that contains references to the educational level of the parents, number of siblings and the birth order of the evaluated child and respectively the whole income of the family. Results obtained on 80 participants show that individual variables (vocabulary and work memory) explain 53% of oral language variance and from the socio-demographic variables only the educational level of the mother is significant, this explaining 5,4%. An important factor is the fact that in either of the tested ierarhic regression models the individual variables and the socio-demographic ones did not reduce to insignificant the contribution of age which suggests the necessity to respect the initial model, thus increasing its predictive value.
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